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Granada Good News  
Seniors Report  

Eighteen Seniors and their guests met on 

March 19, the last day of winter, for their pro-

gram and luncheon. Mary Schoenecke asked 

for prayer requests ï Gevonia Smithôs brother 

Ed is ill, Mary fell and had some bruises, 

and back and rib pains. Carl Serkland 

gave a prayer all who are ill and espe-

cially our missionaries all over the world, 

many serving in dangerous situations. 

Jane Hook read Californians. 

Mae Arney read Build a Bridge and 

Answered Prayer. 

Carl Serkland read Beatitudes of the Chris-

tian Home. 

Alma Farris read Church Lighting. 

Catherine Fletcher, gave the devotions 

based on how a potter made a teapot out of 

clay, just as God took dust from the ground and 

made the first man, Adam, in Genesis 2:7. 

Hugh Colvin played his guitar and led us 

in singing Jesus Is Tenderly Calling, 

Sweet Hour of Prayer, What a Friend We 

Have in Jesus, Mine Eyes Have Seen the 

Glory, I Am Resolved, Have Thine Own 

Way, Lord, and Down at the Cross. 

Carl gave the closing prayer and blessing 

for the luncheon to follow. Our next luncheon 

will be April 16, so be sure to mark it on your 

calendar. 

-- Jane Hook 
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Bobby Sanderson, minister of music at 

the First Baptist Church, Columbus, Missis-

sippi, has written that he read an article about 

worship. In that article, the author said, "I 

wish I could get my people to stop evaluating 

worship and start experiencing it." Sanderson 

says that he began asking himself some hard 

questions: 

1. Is worship about God or is it about 

what I like? 

2. Do I seek God's presence or the com-

fort of being with friends and doing what is 

familiar? 

3. When is the last time God "blind-

sided" me and spoke in a way I did not ex-

pect? 

4. Am I so contemporary I lose the tran-

scendence of God? 

5. Am I so traditional that I forget God's 

relevance? 

6. Do I see myself as part of an audience 

giving approval/disapproval to worship lead-

ers? 

7. Can God use what I don't like? 

8. Am I more into music than the spoken 

word? 

9. Do I ignore the command to sing just 

to get to the "message"? 

10. Do I leave worship with a clear sense 

of what I'm supposed to do? 

11. Is the style of worship more impor-

tant to me than the object of worship? 

12. Do I love His presence as much as 

the songs I sing and play? 

13. Can I worship Him when it's hard 

work and my joy is running low? 

--from "Evangel," the weekly newsletter 

of First Baptist Church, Columbus, Missis-

sippi, October 3, 2001 (Vol 69, No. 40) 

WORSHIP  

If you can't heal the wound, don't open it 

up. -- Danish 

If things are not as you wish, wish them 

as they are. -- Latin 

No man ever became wicked all at once. 

-- French 

He who brings is welcome. -- Chinese 

Silence is also speech. -- Yiddish 

Keep quiet and people will think you a 

philosopher. -- Hebrew 

Shame lasts longer than poverty. -- Yid-

dish 

 

WORTH REPEATING.....  
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Church Challenge Bowling  

Holy Rollers Finish Out Of The Money  

On March 21st, Granada Baptist participated in the 

Church Bowling Challenge. Our 12 bowlers formed three 

teams, and Team #1 finished with the high score of 2782, 

only good enough for 5th place, out of the money and well 

behind Trinity Baptistôs winning total of 2998. The high 

game and series for Team #1 were bowled by Don Tunison, 

who bowled a 191 game and a 534 series. Otis Farris  bowled 

a 169 game and a 437 series. Shirley Davis bowled a 166 

game and a 438 series, and Ben Musselman had a 171 

game and a 429 series. Bill Vance bowled a 155 game 

and a 404 series. Team #2 had a score of 2772 and was 

led by Alma Farris , who had a 155 game and a 441 se-

ries. Marilyn Jordan  bowled a 133 game and a 381 se-

ries, and Clarice Tunison had a 139 game and a 338 se-

ries. Brian Musselman had a 115 game and a 310 series. 

Team #3 had a total of 2690 and was led by Frank Serkland, 

who bowled a 170 game and a 501 series. Carl Serkland 

bowled a 147 game and a 396 series, and Lauren Serkland 

had a 114 game and a 308 series. We have 3 split conversions 

on the day. Marilyn and Don both made the 3-10, and Frank 

made the 4-9. 

The next Church Bowling Challenge is on April 18th, 

2009 at 12 noon. The cost is $10 and includes 3 games of 

bowling and, if necessary, bowling shoes. Come and help us 

try to defend the perpetual trophy, or at least win a donation 

for our church if we bowl well enough. You donôt have to 

have any good at bowling to bowl with us as long as you 

know how to have a good time. If you know which side of 

the ball to hold (the outside), you can be on our team. You 

can sign up on the sheet that will eventually be in the wor-

ship center, or contact Frank Serkland or Alma Farris. As 

always, praying at the foul line will be permitted and en-

couraged. 

Church Lighting  

Several centuries ago in a mountain village in Europe, a 

wealthy nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to 

his townspeople. He made a good decision. He decided to 

build them a church. No one was permitted to see the plans or 

the inside of the church until it was finished. At its grand 

opening, the people gathered and marveled at the beauty of 

the new church. Everything had been thought of and in-

cluded. 

It was a masterpiece. But then someone said, "Wait a 

minute! Where are the lamps? It is really quite dark in here. 

How will the church be lighted?" 

The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls, and 

then he gave each family a lamp, which they were to bring 

with them each time they came to worship. "Each time you 

are here'" the nobleman said, "the place where you are seated 

will be lighted. Each time you are not here, that place will be 

dark. This is to remind you that whenever you fail to come to 

church, some part of God's house will be dark." 

That's a poignant story, isn't it? And it makes a very sig-

nificant point about the importance of our commitment and 

loyalty to the church. The poet Edward Everett Hale put it 

like this: 

I am only one, 

but still I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

But still I can do something; 

And because I cannot do everything 

I will not refuse to do the something I can do. 

What if every member of your church supported the 

church just as you do? What kind of church would you have? 

What if every single member served the church, attended the 

church, loved the church, shared the church, and gave to the 

church exactly as you do? What kind of church would you 

be? 

You've come to the annoying realization that your par-

ents were right about almost everything. 

The bag boy volunteers to help load groceries into your 

car-in the "ten items or less" lane. 

You've stopped supporting your children, and started 

supporting your parents. 

You buy "age-defying" makeup and "anti-wrinkle" 

creams and believe they work. 

You've realized that all those geeky people in Bermuda 

shorts walking around Disney World include you. 

You've had three opportunities to buy every single Dis-

ney Animated Classic-"for the last time in a generation" 

--You know you're growing old when...  
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Personal Thoughts  

Christianity is unique among the worldôs religions and 

belief systems. It is the only one whose Founder is alive. In 

fact, Paul points out in todayôs verse that Christôs resurrec-

tion is central to Christian belief. Without it, thereôd be no 

Christianity. You cannot honestly call 

yourself a Christian if you donôt believe in 

Jesusô physical resurrection. If Christ had-

nôt risen from the dead as He said He 

would, then Heôd just be another man, as mortal as you and I. 

He would also be proved a liar, because He predicted that He 

would rise from the dead. (John 2:18-22) Thereôd be no rea-

son to have faith in Jesus, and worse yet, as Paul goes on to 

say in verse 17, weôd still be in our sins. Indeed, what would 

we have to live for if not for the undeniable fact of the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ? 

But praise God, Jesus did rise again that first Easter 

morning! The tomb is empty! For 2,000 years people have 

died for believing that. From the original disciples who actu-

ally saw Jesus alive, down to our present day, believers in 

Jesus have been willing to lay down their 

lives because of the hope made possible 

through the resurrection. No other reli-

gious leader in history can claim to have 

risen again. Muhammad is dead, and so is Buddha, but Jesus 

is alive! He arose! This is the very reason we are celebrating 

today. There is no event in history more important or more 

worth celebrating than the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In Jesus, Frank 

ñAnd if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your 

faith.ò -- 1 Corinthians 15:14 (NIV) 

Personal Thoughts  

Last year my pastor once again shared with us his tradi-

tion of celebrating Passover. I had always thought of Pass-

over as strictly a Jewish holiday before this pastor came to 

my church, but every year I am in awe of 

how much there is in a Passover Seder 

that points to Jesus. One part that is espe-

cially meaningful to me is the afikoman. 

This is a piece of matzah that is wrapped 

in a napkin and hidden at the beginning 

of the first part of the Seder, and at the 

end itôs the job of the children to find it. 

Nowhere in Scripture is the afikoman mentioned, and thereôs 

no documentation about when, how or why it was introduced 

into the traditional Passover Seder, but last year we had a 

couple of representatives from Jews for Jesus who gave a 

possible explanation. Itôs believed that it was introduced by 

Jewish believers in Christ after the destruction of the temple 

in Jerusalem, and it represents the risen Christ. Even Ortho-

dox Jews who reject Jesus as their Messiah use the afikoman 

in their Passover Seders with no recognition of this possible 

symbolism. 

No matter how much we love the Lord, itôs so easy to 

lose sight of all that Heôs done for us. We may get so busy 

that we just say a quick prayer in the 

morning, or we donôt say grace over our 

meals, or we may cut some other cor-

ners in our spiritual lives. Thatôs why 

God instituted celebrations like Pass-

over for the nation of Israel, so they 

wouldnôt forget all the things Heôd done 

for them. The Jewish holidays are no 

longer obligatory for us as Christians, but we all need to take 

time to remember Godôs blessings on us, or else weôre in 

danger of forgetting them entirely. How tragic it is when His 

people fail to remember all the wonderful miracles Heôs 

done! Letôs make time every day, no matter how busy our 

lives get, to really and truly consider all that God does for us 

and give Him the worship He truly deserves. 

In Jesus, Frank 

ñThis observance [Passover] will be for you 

like a sign on your hand and a reminder on 

your forehead that the law of the LORD is 

to be on your lips. For the LORD brought 

you out of Egypt with his mighty hand.ò -- 1 

Thessalonians 4:14 (NIV) 

A woman was at work when she received a phone call 

that her small daughter was very sick with a fever. She left her 

work and stopped by the pharmacy to get some medication. 

She got back to her car and found that she had locked her keys 

in the car. She didn't know what to do, so she called home and 

told the baby sitter what had happened. The baby sitter told 

her that the fever was getting worse. She said, 'You might find 

a coat hanger and use that to open the door.' 

The woman looked around and found an old rusty coat 

hanger that had been left on the ground, possibly by someone 

else who at some time had locked their keys in their car. She 

looked at the hanger and said, 'I don't know how to use this.' 

She bowed her head and asked God to send her help. 

Within five minutes a beat up old motorcycle pulled up, 

with a dirty, greasy, bearded man who was wearing an old 

biker skull rag on his head. The woman thought, 'This is what 

you sent to help me?' But, she was desperate, so she was also 

very thankful. The man got off of his cycle and asked if he 

could help. 

She said, 'Yes, my daughter is very sick. I stopped to get 

her some medication and I locked my keys in my car. I must 

get home to her. Please, can you use this hanger to unlock my 

car? He said, 'Sure.' He walked over to the car, and in less 

than a minute the car was opened. She hugged the man and 

through her tears she said, 'Thank You So Much! You are a 

very nice man.' The man replied, 'Lady, I am not a nice man. I 

just got out of prison today. I was in prison for car theft and 

have only been out for about an hour.' 

The woman hugged the man again and with sobbing tears 

cried out loud, 'Oh, thank you, God ! You even sent me a 

Professional!' 

Answered Prayer  
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We will once again celebrate the Passover this 

year on April 8, 6:00 pm. The Passover was also 

the occasion of the ñLast Supperò which is the 

origination of our modern day observance of the 

Lordôs Supper. 

We have done this for several years in a row 

now, and it is a combination of several experiences 

in one: a very nice, somewhat formal dinner, a re-

membrance and education of some of the roots of 

Christianity, an education in some of the traditions 

of Jewish ritual, a time of warm fellowship. There is 

repentance, singing and dancing, games, good food, 

prayer and praise. 

This occasion is for the whole family, chil-

dren are an important part of the celebration 

and play an important part in some of the ritu-

als and games. 

If you plan to attend, please make reservations 

no later than Sunday, April 5, so plans for the 

food can be finalized. You may call the 

church office (925-447-3428) or send an 

email to Passover@granadachurch.org and let 

us know how many will be attending. 

 

Passover is coming!  

Friday is the day on which, for thirty pieces of silver, 

Judas sold his master; but Sunday is coming. 

Friday is the day on which Peter denied Christ three 

times, swore he never knew Him; but Sunday is coming. 

Friday is the day soldiers made a crown of thorns for 

Jesus, mocked him, spit on Him and humiliated Him; but 

Sunday is coming. 

Friday is the day the mob preferred armed robber, 

Barabbas, to the Son of God, Jesus; but Sunday is coming. 

Friday is the day the Roman Governor tried to wash 

away his guilt in travesty of Justice; but Sunday is coming. 

Friday is the day Jesus prayed in agony, "my Father, if it 

be possible, let this cup pass from me"; but Sunday is coming. 

Friday is the day that same voice cried out, "My God, my 

God, why hast thou forsaken me?" but Sunday is coming. 

It's Friday. Christ is dead. The disciples are scattered. 

The devil is triumphant. Darkness is everywhere, but Sunday 

is coming! 

Sunday has come! And we celebrate life and not death; 

we celebrate the victory of good over evil. 

Sunday is glorious. The condemned is now the Lord of 

lords. God, who seemed to abandon Jesus on Friday, raised 

Him up by His power. He gave Him a name above every 

other name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee must bow. 

In your Fridays, remember God has not forgotten you. 

He would not turn His back on you in the dark nights of your 

soul. Do not fear. As it was with Jesus, so is it true for you. 

Sunday is coming! 

It's Friday, But Sunday Is Coming!  

Some of you have noticed a few typos in the newsletter 

now and then. To improve this I am now using a new set of 

rules for editing. 

1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects. 

2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with. 

3. And don't start a sentence with a conjunction. 

4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive. 

5. Avoid clichés like the plague. (They're old hat) 

6. Also, always avoid annoying alliteration. 

7. Be more or less specific. 

8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) 

unnecessary. 

9. Also too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies. 

10. No sentence fragments. 

11. Contractions aren't necessary and shouldn't be used. 

12. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos. 

13. Do not be redundant; do not use more words than neces-

sary; it's highly superfluous. 

14. One should NEVER generalize. 

15. Comparisons are as bad as clichés. 

16. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc. 

17. One-word sentences? Eliminate. 

18. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake. 

19. The passive voice is to be ignored. 

20. Eliminate commas, that are, not necessary. Parenthetical 

words however should be enclosed in commas. 

21. Never use a big word when a diminutive one would suf-

fice. 

22. Use words correctly, irregardless of how others use them. 

23. Understatement is always the absolute best way to put 

forth earth-shaking ideas. 

24. Eliminate quotations. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "I 

hate quotations. Tell me what you know." 

25. If you've heard it once, you've heard it a thousand times: 

Resist hyperbole; not one writer in a million can use it cor-

rectly. 

26. Puns are for children, not groan readers. 

27. Go around the barn at high noon to avoid colloquialisms. 

28. Even IF a mixed metaphor sings, it should be derailed. 

29. Who needs rhetorical questions? 

30. Exaggeration is a billion times worse than understate-

ment. 

And the last one... 

31. Proofread carefully to see if you any words out. 

Rules For Editing  
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Schedule of Events 

Weekly schedule  

Sunday 9:45 amBible Study for all ages 

Sunday 11:00 amWorship 

First Sunday: Fellowship Luncheon (April luncheon 

was actually on March 29!) 

Last Monday, 6:00 pm: Deaconsô Meeting 

Tuesday 10:30 amBible Study and Prayer Meeting 

Wednesday 6:30 pmPrayer time (at your home, or join 

with others for Wednesday Evening Prayer. 

Third Thursday: Seniorsô Luncheon 

Saturday 7:30 amPrayer Breakfast 

Wed, April 8, 6:00 pm: Passover Celebration 

Sun., April 12, 11:00 am Resurrection Sunday 

Sun., April 19, 12:20 pm Quarterly Business Meeting 

Sun., May 10 ð Mothersô Day 

Mon, May 25 ð Memorial Day 

 Check our website for changes and up-

dates at Granadachurch.org  

April 2009 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

 1   1  2  3  4  

5  6  7  8  9  10  11  

12  13  14  15  16  17  18  

19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

26  27  28  29  30    

 

May 2009  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
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