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" Dear children,

It has come to my attention that many of
you are upset that folks are taking my name
out of the season. Maybe you've forgotten
that | wasn't actually born during this time of
the year and that it was some of you're
predecessors who decided to celebrate My
birthday on what was actually a time of a
pagan festival. Although | do appreciate be-
ing remembered anytime. How | personally
feel about this celebration can probably be
most easily understood by those of you who
have been blessed with children of your
own. | don't care what you call the day. If

you want to celebrate my birth just, GET
ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.
Now, having said that let me go on.

If it bothers you that the town in which
you live doesn't allow a scene depicting m
birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santa
and snowmen and put in a small Nativity
scene on your own front lawn. If all my fol-
lowers did that, there wouldn't be any nee
for such a scene on the town square becal
there would be many of them all aroung
town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people

(Continued on page 2)
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are calling the tree a holiday tree, instead ohadimas tree.
It was | who made all trees. You can & may rememier
anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape viyauifwish: |

actually spoke of that one in a teaching explainiig | am

in relation to you & what each of our tasks wefeydu have
forgotten that one, look up John 15: 1 -8.

If you want to give me a present in remembrancenpf
birth here is my wish list. Choose something from i

1. Instead of writing protest letters objectingthe way
my birthday is being celebrated, write lettersafd and hope
to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraind
lonely this time of year. | know, they tell Me #ile time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't htve
know them personally. They just need to know tlmheaone
cares about them.

3.
wording on the cards his staff sent out this yedry don't
you write and tell him that you'll be praying foirhand his
family this year. Then follow up. It will be niceslring from
you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifteycan't
afford and they don't need, spend time with theell them
the story of my birth, and why | came to live witbu down
here. Hold them in your arms and remind them thitve
them.

5. Pick someone that has hurt you in the past argive
him or her.

6. Did you know that someone in your town will atiet
to take their own life this season because thelydeelone

Instead of writing George complaining about the

and hopeless? Since you don't know who that peissainy
giving everyone you meet a warm smile it; could make
difference. Also, you might consider supporting tloeal
Hot-Line: they talk with people like that every day

7. Instead of nit picking about what the retaileryour
town calls the holiday, be patient with the people work
there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Efr¢imey
aren't allowed to wish you a "Merry Christmas" thdaesn't
keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shoppirege
on Sunday. If the store didn't make so much moreyhat
day they'd close and let their employees spenddthe at
home with their families.

8. If you really want to make a difference, suporis-
sionary, especially one who takes my love & Goodvléo
those who have never heard My name. You may alre
know someone like that.

9. Here's a good one. There are individuals & who

families in your town who not only will have no "@G$tmas"
tree, but neither will they have any presents tee gir re-
ceive. If you don't know them (and | suspect yoa'tjdouy
some food & a few gifts & give them to the Marinds Sal-
vation Army or some other charity which believesnie &
they will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally if you want to make a statement abouiry
belief in and loyalty to me, then behave like a iSthan.
Don't do things in secret that you wouldn't do iy pnesence.
Let people know by your actions that you are onmioie.

Jesus

No matter how good a year you've had in 2007, | idou
be willing to bet that you're looking forward tobetter year
in 2008. That's one of the wonders nf

even better things in store for all of us in thevngear, but
He does ask us to keep our eyes on Him and do His
whatever that may be for each one

the turning of the calendar from o ‘Do any of the worthless idols of the naus. There is always hope in our Go
year to the next: the hope that the r tions bring rain? Do the skies themselves send matter what time of year it is, bu
year will bring bigger and bettcdown showers? No, it is You, O Lord our Gothe beginning of 2008 is as good a tim
blessings than the old one. Of coul Therefore our hope is in You, for You are thas any to dedicate ourselves anew
as Christians we believe that blessiiOne who does all this.” -- Jeremiah 14:22 (NI\doing wholeheartedly whatever Go
don't just happen all by themselveo. has for us to do and put our faith an
We worship the One Who, because of His great loveus, hope in Him to lead us into greater blessings tivarncould
gives us more blessings than we could ever courgn e ever imagine.

though we don't deserve any of them. | believe Gad

Bumper Sticker:  God gives and forgives, man gets doets..
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Jan. 1 New Year's Day

Jan. 6 12:20 pmChurch Council

Jan. 13 12:20 pmFellowship Luncheon

Jan. 17 10:45 amSeniors’ Luncheon

Jan. 20 12:20 pmQuarterly Business Meet-

ing

Feb ? 12:00 noo@hurch Challenge Bowl-

ing resumes

Sunday 9:45 am Bible Study for

ages
Sunday 11:00 am Worship

Tuesday 10:00 am Bible Study
(not on New Years’ Day)

Saturday 7:30 am Prayer Breakfast

all

The Church Bowling Chal-
lenge is in its annual winter hiber-
nation, but will return on a Satur-
day to be determined in February
of 2008, at 12 noon. The cost is
$10 and includes 3 games of
bowling and, if necessary, bowl-
ing shoes. Come and help us try
to defend the perpetual trophy
back for another month, or at least
a donation for our church if we
bowl well enough. You don't
have to have any good at bowling
to bowl with us. If you know
which side of the ball to hold (the
outside), you can be on our team.
You can sign up on the sheet that
will eventually be in the worship
center, or contact Frank Serkland
at 449-8257. As always, praying
at the foul line will be permitted
and encouraged.

— Frank Serkland
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