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Nineteen Seniors and their guests met on 
November 15th for their program and luncheon. 
Mary Schoenecke opened the program by read-
ing a bulletin about Identity Theft, muggers, 
and learning how to protect yourself. She gave 
the opening prayer. 

Jane Hook read Some Clean Can Be 
Funny. 

Mae Arney read A Reunion. 
Alma Farris read Nightwatch. 
Carl Serkland read How to Listen to 

God. 
Catherine Fletcher gave the devotions 

based on “What Makes God Smile.” In Genesis 
6, 8, and 9 Noah walked with God. God told 
Noah exactly how to build the ark, take seven 
of all the clean animals, the male and female, 
and two each of the unclean animals, and seven 
of every kind of bird, male and female to pre-
serve them He also took all of his family. 

There are five things that make God smile: 
1.    Following God’s will. 

2.    Trusting God completely. 
3.    Obeying God’s instructions whole-

heartedly. 
4.    Obey Gladly. 
5.    Praise God and thank him for all he 
has done for us. 
In Psalm 69:30 David praised God and 
glorified God with Thanksgiving. Nowa-
days we can do the same and God will 
bless us. 
Jane Hook led us in singing hymns of 
Thanksgiving, among them Come You 

Thankful, Come, and This Is the Day the Lord 
Has Made. 

Jack Deligans gave the closing and the 
blessing for the luncheon to follow. 

Our next luncheon will be December 20th, 
and since we will not be exchanging PRE-
SENTS because celebrating a holiday with oth-
ers is half the fun, we need your PRESENCE! 
Mark it on your calendar. 

-- Jane Hook 
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Continuing the current trend of large-
scale mergers and acquisitions, it was an-
nounced today at a press conference that 
Christmas and Hanukkah will merge.  

An industry source said that the deal 
had been in the works about 1300 years.  

While details were not available at press 
time, it is believed that the over-head cost of 
having twelve days of Christmas and eight 
days of Hanukkah was becoming prohibitive 
for both sides. By combining forces, we're 
told, the world will be able to enjoy consis-
tently high-quality service during the Fifteen 
Days of Chrismukah, as the new holiday is 
being called.  

Massive layoffs are expected, with lords 
a-leaping and maids a-milking being the 
hardest hit.  

As part of the conditions of the agree-
ment, the letters on the dreidel, currently in 
Hebrew, will be replaced by Latin, thus be-
coming unintelligible to a wider audience.  

Also, instead of translating to "A great 
miracle happened there," the message on the 
red will be the more generic "Miraculous 
stuff happens."  

In exchange, it is believed that Jews will 
be allowed to use Santa Claus and his vast 
merchandising resources for buying and de-
livering their gifts.  

One of the sticking points holding up 
the agreement for at least three hundred 
years was the question of whether Jewish 
children could leave milk and cookies for 
Santa even after having eaten meat for din-
ner. A breakthrough came last year, when 
Oreos were finally declared to be Kosher. 
All sides appeared happy about this. Fortu-
nately for all concerned, he said, Kwanzaa 
will help to maintain the competitive bal-
ance. He then closed the press conference by 
leading all present in a rousing rendition of 
"Oy Vey, All Ye Faithful. 
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The story is told of a school play that told the Christmas 
story.  The two child actors playing Joseph and Mary went 
around to various inns looking for a place to stay so Jesus 
could be born, and being turned town 
time and again.  They came to the last 
innkeeper, played by a little boy who 
loved the Lord more than anything in 
real life.  He spoke his one line flaw-
lessly: “I’m sorry, we have no room.”  
But as the young actor saw Joseph and 
Mary walking away sadly, his heart 
broke in true love for his Savior and started to chase after 
them, calling, “Wait!  You can have my room!” 

That outburst, of course, wasn’t in the script, since that’s 
not the way the birth of Jesus actually happened.  But how 
often during Christmas season do we find ourselves doing 

much the same thing?  We make so many preparations for 
the coming holiday, such as writing cards, buying gifts, sing-
ing in the choir at church, or other such things, that we man-

age to shut Jesus out of His own 
birthday celebration.  It’s not that 
there’s anything wrong with our 
other activities in and of them-
selves, but if they distract us from 
the real reason we celebrate Christ-
mas in the first place, then we need 
to take a long, hard look at why 

we’re doing them.  If Jesus took the time to be born and die 
on the cross in our place for our sins, then we should take to 
worship Him in gratitude, not just at Christmas, but all year 
long. 

In Jesus, Frank 

Bumper Sticker:     God gives and forgives, man gets and forgets.. 

October 
(Editor’s note: repeating this story just to have an excuse 

for the picture.) 
Holy Rollers Take 1st Place And Perpetual 

Trophy 
On October 6th, Granada Baptist participated in 

the last Church Bowling Challenge of 2007. We 
bowled under 9-pin no-tap rules; meaning 9 pins on 
the first ball counted as a strike. Our 20 bowlers 
formed four teams, and despite fierce competition 
from the other churches, Team #2 finished with the 
high score, 3475, which was good enough to win 
take 1st place, winning not only a $70 donation for 
our church, but also possession of the perpetual tro-
phy until next February. Team #2 was led by Ed 
Farris , who had a 297 game (starting with 11 
strikes in a row), a 229 game and a 725 series. 
Charlie Henderson had games of 232 and 220 and 
a 629 series, and Cindy Henderson bowled a 225 
game and a 605 series. Otis Farris bowled games 
of 220 and 214 and a 603 series. Don Tunison 
bowled a 232 game and a 577 series. Team #1 had a 
score of 3355 and was led by Frank Serkland, who 
had games of 280, 211 and 208 and a series of 699. 
Carl “Birthday Boy” Serkland  had a 194 game and a 508 
series, while Jim Caron had a 187 game and a 502 series. 
Jim also had our only split conversion on the day, the 3-10. 
Lauren Serkland bowled a 173 game and a 458 series, and 
Clarice Tunison had a 152 game and a 432 series. Team #4 

had a total of 3220 and was led by T. J. Caron, owner of an 
89 average, who bowled games of 212 and 194 and a 525 se-
ries. Sue Pope had a 195 game and a 515 series, while Deb-

bie Caron bowled a 108 game and a 264 series. Na-
than Caron had a 127 game and a 338 series, and 
Chance Wilson bowled an 88 game and a 244 se-
ries. Team #3 had a total of 2998 and was led by 
Ben Musselman, who had a 264 game and a 594 
series. Dale Irving had a 167 game and a 432 series, 
and Shirley Davis bowled a 161 game and a 407 
series. Alma Farris  had a 146 game and a 370 se-
ries, and Brian Musselman had a 134 game and a 
349 series. 
The Church Bowling Challenge goes into its annual 
winter hibernation, but will return on a Saturday to 
be determined in February of 2008, at 12 noon. The 
cost is $10 and includes 3 games of bowling and, if 
necessary, bowling shoes. Come and help us try to 
defend the perpetual trophy back for another month, 
or at least a donation for our church if we bowl well 
enough. You don’t have to have any good at bowl-
ing to bowl with us. If you know which side of the 
ball to hold (the outside), you can be on our team. 
You can sign up on the sheet that will eventually be 

in the worship center, or contact Frank Serkland at 449-8257. 
As always, praying at the foul line will be permitted and en-
couraged. 

— Frank Serkland 

“While [Joseph and Mary] were [in Bethle-
hem], the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a Son.  She wrapped 
Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn.” -- Luke 2:6, 
7 (NIV) 
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Dec.   2   12:20 pm   Business Meeting to present 

2008 Budget 

Dec.  9    12:20 pm   Business Meeting� vote on 
budget 

               12:45 pm   Fellowship Luncheon 

Dec. 20   10:45 am   Seniors’ Luncheon 

Dec. 24     5:00 pm   Candlelight Lord’s Supper 

Dec. 25                     Christmas Day 

Dec. 31                     New Year’s Eve 
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Sunday          9:45 am   Bible Study for all ages 

Sunday        11:00 am   Worship 

Tuesday      10:00 am   Bible Study 
(not on Christmas Day or New Years’ Day) 

Saturday       7:30 am   Prayer Breakfast 
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What most mothers want 
for Christmas is the day after. 

Christmas is the time of 
year when everyone wants his 
past forgotten and his present 
remembered. 

Anyone who doesn’t think 
that Christmas lasts all year 
doesn’t have a charge card. 

Nothing destroys the 
Christmas spirit faster than 
looking for a parking place. 

Christmas is when we 
celebrate the birth of the 
Prince of Peace by giving our 
kids toy rockets, machine 
guns, and tanks. 

Christmas is the time of 
the year when Mother has to 
separate the men from the 
toys. 

A man goes through three 
stages in his lifetime: First, he 
believes in Santa; second, he 

doesn’t believe in Santa; and 
third, he is Santa! 

Christmas is when Santa 
comes down the chimney and 
your savings go down the 
drain. 

Christmas shoppers are 
the people with the brotherly 
shove. 

One good thing about 
Christmas shopping—it tough-
ens you up for the January 
sales. 

The shortest night of the 
year is Christmas Eve from 
sundown to son-up. 

The church bulletin de-
clared, “The choir will sing `I 
heard the bills on Christmas 
Day.’” 

See: Proverbs 30:4; Isaiah 
9:6  

 

Christmas �
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Granada Bap t is t Church 

Phone: 925-447-3428 
Email: newsletter@grandachurch.org 

See us on the web at 
www.granadachurch.org 
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