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April  
Twenty Seniors and their guests met on 

April 19th for their program and luncheon. 
Mary Schoenecke opened with a prayer and 
asked for prayer requests. Missionaries in Tur-
key had their throats cut at a publishing com-
pany. Otis Farris related that 44,000 people had 
been murdered in the United States last year – 
you’re safer in Iraq. Ellen’s nephew, Joe, has 
been seriously ill. (Ellen’s family helped Gra-
nada’s Bowling Team win second place last 
week.) Evelyn’s cousin Vicki has a blood dis-
ease. Jack Deligans gave a prayer for all of 
those above. He also related that we have 
many missionaries all over the world 
serving in secret, as it is too dangerous to 
serve openly. 

Jane Hook read Ponderisms. 
Mae Arney read Senior Driving, 

Older Women, and Funny Signs. 
Alma Farris and Carl Serkland read a 

favorite Abbot and Costello baseball 
sketch, Who’s On First since the new 
baseball season has started. 

Catherine Fletcher gave the devotions 
based on prayer. Psalm 25:4-5 says “Show me 
your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths; guide 
me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the 
God of my Salvation, on You I will wait all 
day.”  Without prayer and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, nothing happens. Prayer changes 
us by drawing us closer to God. Jesus told His 
disciples, “Ask and you will receive, and your 
joy will be complete.” James 16:24 says, 
“Come near to God and He will come near to 
you.” God is never more than a prayer away 
from you. 

Moses had several meetings with God and 
when Moses told God he could not speak well 
enough to lead the children of Israel, God told 
him to go, and He would teach him what to say. 
He also said He would go with them and pro-
vide for them to the Promised Land. 

In Matthew 14:30 after Jesus fed about 
5,000 people with only two fish and 5 loaves of 
bread, He told the disciples to go ahead of Him 

in the boat while He went up into the mountain 
to pray. Later a storm came up and the disciples 
were afraid. They saw Jesus walking on the wa-
ter and thought it was a ghost. Peter said, 
“Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 
You on the water.” Jesus said, “Come.” Peter 
got out of the boat and walked on the water and 
suddenly the storm got worse and Peter got 
frightened and began to sink, and cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” Jesus reached out His hand 
and took hold of him and said, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” When they got in 
the boat the wind stopped. 

In Psalm 25, written by David, there are 
three key phrases:  show me, teach me, 
and guide me. Once we accept what God 
shows us, He is able to teach us, and 
when we’re teachable and growing, He 
is able to guide us. In James 15:16 Paul 
is telling the brethren to pray for one an-
other: “Therefore confess your sins to 
one another so that you may be healed.” 
The effective prayer of a righteous man 

can accomplish much. Ask Lord to show you 
His ways, to teach you His paths, and to guide 
you in truth, for He is Our God and Savior and 
our hope is in Him. 

Hugh Colvin played his guitar and led us in 
singing Count Your Blessings, Standing on the 
Promises, Have Faith in God, I’ve Found a 
Friend, Heaven Came Down, and Fairest Lord 
Jesus. 

Phillip Locke gave the closing prayer and 
the blessing for the luncheon to follow. Jane 
Hook and Mae Arney decorated the tables with 
pink tablecloths layered with white ones and 
bouquets of pink roses from Mae’s yard. Gevo-
nia Smith and Mary Schoenecke were in charge 
of the kitchen and came early to make the tea 
and coffee and get everything ready to put on 
the tables. Several helpers helped cut the cakes 
and pies. 

--Jane Hook 
May 
Sixteen (and one-half) people attended our 
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As a senior citizen was driving down the 
freeway, his car phone rang.  

Answering, he heard his wife's voice ur-
gently warning him, "Herman, I just heard on 

the news that there's a car going the wrong 
way on Interstate 77. Please be careful!" 

"Heck," said Herman, "It's not just one 
car. It's hundreds of them!"  
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On April 2nd, we celebrated Passover with a seder.  There 
were the traditional prayers and ceremonies, much singing, 
praying, and dancing, many demonstrations of how the Pass-
over prefigured Christ, and an excellent dinner including lamb, 
rice, and more provided by the Fiaz family, and some desserts 
brought by members. We had about 50 members and guests in 
attendance. 
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I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most 
people die of natural causes. 

Gardening Rule: When weeding, the best way to make 
sure you are removing a weed and not a valuable plant is to 
pull on it. If it comes out of the ground easily, it is a valuable 
plant. 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house 
is to buy a replacement. 

Never take life seriously. Nobody gets out alive anyway. 
There are two kinds of pedestrians: the quick and the 

dead. 
Life is a sexually transmitted terminal condition. 
The only difference between a rut and a grave is the 

depth. 

Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again. 
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no 

attention to criticism. 
How it is one careless match can start a forest fire, but it 

takes a whole box to start a campfire? 
Who was the first person to look at a cow and say, "I 

think I'll squeeze these dangly things here, and drink whatever 
comes out?" 

Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer? 
If electricity comes from electrons, does mortality come 

from morons? 
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? 

In 1900, fathers prayed their children would learn Eng-
lish. Today, fathers pray their children will speak English. 

In 1900, if a father put a roof over his family's head, he 
was a success. Today, it takes a roof, deck, pool, and 4-car 
garage. And that's just the vacation home. 

In 1900, a father waited for the doctor to tell him when 
the baby arrived. Today, a father must wear a smock, know 
how to breathe, and make sure film is in the video camera. 

In 1900, fathers passed on clothing to their sons. Today, 
kids wouldn't touch Dad's clothes if they were sliding naked 
down an icicle. 

In 1900, fathers could count on children to join the family 
business. Today, fathers pray their kids will soon come home 
from college long enough to teach them how to work the com-
puter and set the VCR. 

In 1900, fathers pined for old country Romania, Italy, or 
Russia. Today, fathers pine for old country Hank Williams. 

In 1900, fathers shook their children gently and whis-
pered, "Wake up, it's time for school." Today, kids shake their 
fathers violently at 4 a.m., shouting: "Wake up, it's time for 
hockey practice." 

In 1900, a father came home from work to find his wife 
and children at the supper table. Today, a father comes home 
to a note: "Jimmy's at baseball, Cindy's at gymnastics, I'm at 
gym, Pizza in fridge." 

In 1900, fathers and sons would have heart-to-heart con-
versations while fishing in a stream. Today, fathers pluck the 
headphones off their sons' ears and shout, "WHEN YOU 
HAVE A MINUTE...” 

In 1900, a father gave a pencil box for Christmas, and the 
kid was all smiles. Today, a father spends $800 at Toys 'R' Us, 
and the kid screams: "I wanted Sega!" 
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As Americans, we have more basic rights and liberties 
than do citizens of any other country on earth.  However, 
those rights didn’t come easily.  Right from 
the very beginning of this nation’s existence, 
men and women have made the ultimate sac-
rifice to protect the rights that you and I so 
easily take for granted.  That’s what we re-
member every Memorial Day, as well we 
should.  But we should also keep in mind the 
greater sacrifice that Jesus made for us on 
the cross.  Without His sinless death, none of 
us would know the true freedom that comes 

only from knowing God and living according to His will.  
And while the brave men and women we remember on Me-

morial Day did make a sacrifice as well, 
they were still sinners in need of a Savior.  
Jesus had no sin, but He was willing to 
become sin in order to save us.  It’s en-
tirely appropriate to thank God for the 
sacrifices others have made for us, but let 
us never forget the greatest sacrifice of all, 
the one made by Jesus Himself. 
 
In Jesus, Frank 

“From that time on Jesus began to 
explain to His disciples that He must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and that He must be killed on the 
third day be raised to life.” -- Mat-
thew 16:21 (NIV) 
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April  
On April 14th, Granada Baptist participated in the 

Church Bowling Challenge.  Our 19 bowlers formed four 
teams, and Team #2 had the high score at 2920, good 
enough for 2nd place once again and a $50 donation for our 
church.  Our sister church Trinity Baptist defended their 
championship and won the perpetual trophy again with a 
score of 2949.  Team #2 was led by Jim Caron, who 
had the high series of 468 and the high game of 173.  
Jim also contributed our only split conversion on the 
day, the 3-6-7-10.  T. J. Caron had a 151 game and a 
series of 419, while Debbie Pope bowled a 168 game 
and a 406 series.  Nathan Caron bowled a 127 game 
and a 345 series, and Sue Pope had a 124 game and a 
269 series.  Team #4 had a total of 2842 and was led 
by Ed Farris, who had a 228 game and a 511 series.  
Alma Farris  had a 159 game and a 458 series, while Ben 
Musselman had a 151 game and a 411 series (for your infor-
mation) and Brian Musselman had a 108 game and a 316 
series.  Team #3 had a total of 2756 and was led by Charlie 
Henderson, who bowled a 202 game and a 511 series.  Rich 
Nickison had a 178 game and a 507 series, while Don Tuni-
son bowled a 177 game and a 471 series.  Cindy Henderson 

bowled a 177 game and a 463 series, and Otis Farris had a 
165 game and a 447 series. Team #1 finished with a total of 
2578 and was led by Frank Serkland, who had a 172 game 
and a 470 series.  Dale Irving bowled a 157 game and a 417 
series, while Carl Serkland had a 129 game and a 358 se-
ries.  Clarice Tunison bowled a 122 game and a 351 series, 
and Lauren Serkland had a 151 game and a 313 series 

 
May 
On May 12th, Granada Baptist participated in 
the Church Bowling Challenge.  Our 20 bowlers 
formed four teams, and after finishing in 2nd 
place for the last two months, Team #4 finally 
took first place with a score of 2936, winning a 
$75 donation for our church and possession of 
the perpetual trophy for our church for a month.  

(We beat Trinity Baptist, the champions for the last two 
months, by a single pin.)  Team #4 was led by Jim Caron, 
who had the high series of 202 and the high game of 511.  
Joe Caron had a 186 game and a series of 4165, while Deb-
bie Pope bowled a 170 game and a 456 series.  Nathan 
Caron bowled a 138 game and a 322 series, and T. J Caron 

(Continued on page 5) 

&��#�	�������"�'��( �� ����)����������&��#�	�������"�'��� �� ����)�*�+���"��
�# �

When I was married 25 years, I took a look at my wife 
one day and said, "Honey, 25 years ago we had a cheap 
apartment, a cheap car, slept on a sofa bed and watched a 
10-inch black and white TV, but I got to sleep every night 
with a hot 25-year-old blonde. 

"Now we have a nice house, nice car, big bed and 
plasma screen TV, but I'm sleeping with a 50-year-old 

woman. It seems to me 
that you are not holding 
up your side of things." 
My wife is a very rea-
sonable woman. She 
told me to go out and 
find a hot 25-year-old 
blonde, and she would 

make sure that I would once again be living in a cheap 
apartment, driving a cheap car, sleeping on a sofa bed and 
watching a 10-inch black and white TV."  

Aren't older women great? They really know how to 
solve your mid-life crisis.  
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(Continued from page 1) 
Senior Luncheon on May 17th. Our special guest was three-
month old Robby Hansen, which accounts for the half person. 
He is the Grandson of Otis and Alma Farris. He smiled and 
cooed at everyone and we all fell in love with him. 

Jane Hook took Mary Schoenecke’s place as Hostess as 
Mary and Roy traveled to Oklahoma for a school reunion. 
They also celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary at the 
church that they were married in. It was reported later that the 
people of the church gave them a special luncheon following 
the church service to honor them. We prayed for their safety 
and health. 

Prayer was said for Gevonia Smith’s safety, while she is 
vacationing for three weeks in Arkansas to visit family and 
friends. Prayer was asked by Ellen for her nephew, as he is 
sick in a Las Vegas hospital. Carl Serkland gave a prayer for 
all above. 

Alma Farris read Top Morons of 2006. 
Mae Arney read Learned on the Net. 
Carl Serkland read Snakes. 
Phillip Locke read Quotations for Armed Forces Day and 

Support Our Troops Sentiments. 

Jane Hook read the history of why we celebrate Cinco de 
Mayo ever since May 5, 1862. 

Jane Hook and Ruby Purdy decorated the tables in a 
Cinco de May theme. They used red tablecloths, decorations 
with chili peppers, Mexican Fireworks and Lanterns were bor-
rowed from Lauren, Carl Serkland’s daughter. Ellen lent us 
some straw sombreros and a Mexican Flag to help with our 
decorations. Mae Arney gave some red and white roses from 
her daughter Denise’s yard for our vases. Everything looked 
quite festive. 

Catherine Fletcher gave the devotions on What Will You 
Do with This Beautiful Book, the Diary of a Bible. 

Hugh Colvin played his guitar and led us in singing When 
We All Get to Heaven, There’s a Land that Is Fairer than Day, 
When Morning Comes, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Amaz-
ing Grace, When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder, and Rock of 
Ages, because we asked for extra songs. Thank you, Hugh. 

Jack Deligans gave the closing prayer and blessings for 
our food. Our next luncheon will be June 21st, so be sure to 
mark it your calendar. 

--Mae Arney 

 

,��������������
�� �
I must send my thanks to whoever sent me the one about 

rat poop in the glue on envelopes because I now have to use a 
wet towel with every envelope that needs sealing. Also, now I 
have to scrub the top of every can I open for the same reason. 
I no longer have any savings because I gave it to a sick girl 
(Penny Brown) who is about to die in the hospital for the 
1,387,258th time. I no longer have any money at all, but that 
will change once I receive the $15,000 that Bill Gates/
Microsoft and AOL are sending me for participating in their 
special e-mail program. 

I no longer worry about my soul because I have 363,214 
angels looking out for me, and St. Theresa's novena has 
granted my every wish. I no longer eat KFC because their 
chickens are actually horrible mutant freaks with no eyes or 
feathers. I no longer use cancer-causing deodorants even 
though I smell like a water buffalo on a hot day. Thanks to 
you, I have learned that my prayers only get answered if I for-
ward an email to seven of my friends and make a wish within 
five minutes. Because of y our concern I no longer drink 
Coca Cola because it can remove toilet stains. I no longer can 
buy gasoline without taking a man along to watch the car so a 
serial killer won't crawl in my back seat when I'm pumping 
gas. I no longer drink Pepsi or Dr. Pepper since the people 
who make these products are atheists who refuse to put 
"Under God" on their cans. I no longer use Saran wrap in the 
microwave because it causes cancer. And thanks for letting 
me know I can't boil a cup of water in the microwave any-
more because it will blow up in my face...disfiguring me for 
life. 

I no longer check the coin return on pay phones because I 
could be pricked with a needle infected with AIDS. I no 

longer go to shopping malls because someone will drug me 
with a perfume sample and rob me. I no longer receive pack-
ages from UPS or FedEx since they are actually Al Qaeda in 
disguise. I no longer shop at Target since they are French and 
don't support our American troops or the Salvation Army. I 
no longer answer the phone because someone will ask me to 
dial a number for which I will get a phone bill with calls to 
Jamaica, Uganda, Singapore, and Uzbekistan. I no longer 
have any sneakers -- but that will change once I receive my 
free replacement pair from Nike. I no longer buy expensive 
cookies from Neiman Marcus since I now have their recipe. 

Thank you too for all the endless advice Andy Rooney 
has given us. I can live a better life now because he's told us 
how to fix everything. And thanks to your great advice, I can't 
ever pick up $5.00 I dropped in the parking lot because it 
probably was placed there by a sex molester waiting under-
neath my car to grab my leg. 

Oh, and don't forget this one either! I can no longer drive 
my car because I can't buy gas from certain gas companies! If 
you don't send this e-mail to at least 144,000 people in the 
next 70 minutes, a large dove with diarrhea will land on your 
head at 5:00 PM this afternoon and the fleas from 12 camels 
will infest your back, causing you to grow a hairy hump. 

I know this will occur because it actually happened to a 
friend of my next door neighbor's ex-mother-in-law's second 
husband's cousin's beautician... Have a wonderful day.... 

PS. A South American scientist from Argentina, after a 
lengthy study, has discovered that people with insufficient 
brain activity read their e-mail with their hand on the mouse. 
Don't bother taking it off now, it's too late!!!!!!!!!! 

Bumper Sticker:                       God gives and forgives, man gets and forgets. 



Granada Baptist Church, Livermore, California                       May-June 2007                                                                        Page 5 

(Continued from page 3) 
had a 104 game and a 291 series.  Team #2 had a total of 2866 and was led by 
Otis Farris, who had a 213 game and a 567 series.  Don Tunison had a 210 
game and a 558 series, while Charlie Henderson had a 182 game and a 502 
series and Rick Nickison had a 180 game and a 472 series.  Cindy Henderson 
had a 159 game and a 410 series.  Team #1 had a total of 2850 and was led by 
Frank Serkland, who bowled games of 213 (a clean game – no open frames) 
and 212 game and a 613 series.  Carl Serkland had a 161 game and a 405 se-
ries, while Dale Irving bowled a 146 game and a 377 series.  Lauren Serk-
land bowled a 116 game and a 332 series, and Tina Donelson had a 103 game 
and a 289 series. Team #3 finished with a total of 2794 and was led by Ricky 
Caron, who had a 174 game and a 465 series.  Ed Farris bowled a 166 game 
and a 465 series, while Alma Farris  had a 131 game and a 413 series.  Brian 
Musselman had a 142 game and a 364 series.  Ben Musselman bowled a 142 
game and a 358 series.  Ben also had the only split conversion of the day, the 
2-7-8. 

The next Church Bowling Challenge is on June 9th, 2007, at 12 noon.  The 
cost is $10 and includes 3 games of bowling and, if necessary, bowling shoes.  
Come and help us try to defend the perpetual trophy for a month, or at least a 
donation for our church if we bowl well enough.  You don’t have to have any 
good at bowling to bowl with us.  If you know which side of the ball to hold 
(the outside), you can be on our team.  You can sign up on the sheet that will 
eventually be in the worship center, or contact Frank Serkland at 449-8257.  As 
always, praying at the foul line will be permitted and encouraged. 

 
. 
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June   3 12:20   pm        Church Council 

June   9 12:00 noon       Church Bowling 
Challenge 

June 1012:30 pm            Fellowship Luncheon 

June 14Flag Day 

June 17           Fathers’ Day�

June 21 10:45   am        Seniors’ Luncheon 
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Sunday        9:45 am   Bible Study for all 

ages 

Sunday      11:00 am   Worship 

Saturday     7:30 am   Prayer Breakfast 
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Granada Bap t is t Church 

Phone: 925-447-3428 
Email: newsletter@grandachurch.org 

See us on the web at 
www.granadachurch.org 
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